
Minutes of Crown & City Centre Community Council 
Tuesday 20th February 2024 at 7pm 

Crown Church Hall 
 

Meeting of Crown & City Centre Community Council 
1. Welcome Members present: Fiona MacBeath (FM), Julia Dall (JD), Pat Hayden (PH), 

Francis Williams (FW), Donald Mackenzie (DM), Becky Fretwell (BF) 
In attendance: Cllr Ian Brown (IB), Cllr Bet McAllister (BM), Cllr David 
Gregg (DG) 

2. Apologies Val Falconer (VF), Mike Smith (MS), Cllr Isabelle Mackenzie (IM), Kate 
MacLean (KM) 

3. Minutes of 
Previous Meeting 

Meeting on 5th December 2023:  
Proposed as an accurate minute by PH, seconded by FW. 

4. Matters Arising 
4a. Walker and 

Fraser Park 
Updates 
 

Walker Park Equipment 
 CCTV update: ongoing. 
 Equipment: BMX park, PH was going to follow up. Ongoing. 
Fraser Park Bowling Club 
For future CC meetings to be held at the bowling club, they’ve said that this 
would have to be approved by their board. Awaiting a response on this to 
compare costs. 
Dog Area 
Nothing further regarding a stakeholder meeting. Discussion surrounding a 
potential feasibility study, perhaps could be paid through Common Good 
Fund. FM has been in touch with Mark Greig to start a conversation about it. 
Likely next year by time any changes will be made. It’s suggested that 
leaflets to go to local residents could be a good idea if a meeting is required 
– BF suggests that the Crown Connects volunteers could assist with 
delivering these. FM to write to David Haas. 

4b. Crown Primary 
School 

Flooring for Community Hub 
Miriam Macdonald, Head Teacher, has been in touch regarding possibility of 
CC helping to fund new flooring within their new “community hub”. Quote for 
uplifting/screeding/installing floor is £1,480. Some discussion around whether 
integral work like this is the responsibility of Highland Council. Some queries 
from members surrounding the use of the space, i.e. would it truly available 
for use by the wider community. FM to respond to ask for another 2 quotes 
for a true comparison, plus clarification on who may have access to the 
space. BM mentioned that there may be funds left over in her ward 
discretionary budget that could go towards a cost like this. 
Goals 
Duncan Mason, volunteer coach at Crown football club, has applied to CC for 
two sets of collapsible goals for their training sessions at Walker Park - £100 
for small set and £150 for a larger set, £250 in total. Discussed and agreed 
by members. 

4c. Highland Council 
Updates 

Town Centre Plans 
FM has received several letters from people who attended the recent meeting 
regarding Academy Street – they have concerns about what might happen to 
traffic volume in Crown area should Academy Street close. It has been 
previously noted during CC meetings that locals would like risk assessments 
and mitigating measures to be put in place prior to any closure on Academy 
Street – the traffic levels in Crown area will likely increase substantially. FM 
proposes a Facebook post asking for residents to write in expressing their 



views on this ASAP. Some discussion surrounding the Economic Impact 
Assessment and its focus. 
20mph Consultation 
Nothing further on this. Noted that the feedback form was not easy to fill out. 

4d. Old High Church The church has been sold, buyers unknown. DM to keep us posted. 

4e. Website and 
Social Media 

JD noted that currently we pay £115 per year (domain name + hosting ONLY, 
no website editing or design), and proposes setting up a new site through 
Wix, which will cost £90 per year (domain name + hosting + full control over 
website editing and design). Also noted that a new Gmail email address 
would bring us more up to date. Agreed by all members that this can go 
ahead with new website and email address and cancelling the old one. 

4f. Godsman’s Brae BM says that this is on the list to be looked at – will check on the progress. 
5. Correspondence Complaint received regarding FM declining to post on Facebook about the 

conflict in Gaza. Agreed amongst members that declining to post was the 
right course of action for a community council. 

6. Planning  Noted an application for floodlights at Bellfield Park 
 Noted an application for two living units on Longman caravan park along 

with provision of 3 extra bays. Notified but no response necessary. 
7. Finance In response to the request at the last meeting, invited to present details of 

expenditures to illustrate outlays. Copied from handout below: 
 
“Financial Report Tuesday 20th February 2024 
Balance, as of 5th December: £12,616.27 
Spending: use of church hall for meeting on 5th December (£40), cutting back 
shrubs and tidying area at Broadstone (£460), bill for hire of church hall 23rd 
October 2023 for which we hadn’t been invoiced (£40) 
Total spend: £540 
New balance: £12,067.27 
Response to query raised by MS at 5th December meeting: 
We were invited to apply for the Ward Discretionary budget (on the advice of 
Jimmy Gray) for funding for ongoing maintenance for the upkeep of Fraser 
and Walker Park. We were awarded the sum of £13,750 on 12/03/21. From 
this, we donated the following payments to the CCS: 
06/11/21 £884.89 for the BMX track; 31/12/21 £1,266.50 for netting for the 
climbing frame. As the donation had to be used by a certain date it was 
agreed to donate £10,000 to the CCA for future expenditure and on 02/12/22 
£10,000 donated to CCA for future upkeep and maintenance. 
Further expenditure paid out by CCA: 14/03/22 £2,005 for a new rowing 
machine; 23/08/22 £3,172 for CCTV; 21/01/23 £492 for repairs to the BMX 
track. Remainder sits in CCA account. Hopefully this answers Mike’s query.” 

8. AOCCB  PH proposed the co-option of Colin Mackenzie who would like to return to 
CC meetings. PH will notify him of the next meeting date. 

 Dog fouling – complaints re: Millburn roads. Noted that residents can log 
each instance on the Highland Council website and dog warden may be 
sent. 

 Question re: parking permits for short-term lets – is there anything that can 
be done to ensure that parking is kept for residents? Many (paid) parking 
areas exist locally, could they use those instead? DG will ask for an update 
re: applications for housing permits here. 

9. Date of Next 
Meeting 

Tuesday 16th April 2024 

 


