Minutes of Crown & City Centre Community Council

Tuesday 22" April 2025, 7pm
Fraser Park Bowling Club

Meeting of Crown & City Centre Community Council
Abbreviations: Crown & City Centre Community Council (CC); Highland Council (HC);
Crown Community Association (CCA); High Life Highland (HLH); Short Term Lets (STLs)

1.

Welcome

Members present: Pat Hayden (PH), Colin Mackenzie (CM), Julia Dall
(ID), Val Falconer (VF), Becky Fretwell (BF), Mike Smith (MS), Francis
Williams (FW), Donald MacKenzie (DM)

In attendance: Clir Ian Brown (Clir IB), Clir Michael Gregson (Clir MG),
Clir Isabelle MacKenzie (Cllr IM) and three members of the public

N

Apologies

Fiona MacBeath, Michael Cameron

Minutes of
previous meeting

Meeting on 15™ February 2025:
Proposed as an accurate minute by CM, seconded by BF.

Matters arising

4a.

Parks

Walker Park
CCTV:

Signs for CCTV at Walker Park are ready to be collected. It's agreed
that we should go ahead and find someone to put them up.

There have now been two instances of graffiti on the pavilion. The
feeling amongst members is that it should be reported to the police.
ClIr IM will go back to HLH to voice the concern of the CC.

Equipment:

Nothing to report yet re: repainting.

Fraser Park

Clir IM reported that HC will replace the existing one litter bin to be with
two new ones.

4b.

Crown Primary
School

Various parties would like further reassurance regarding recent
safeguarding issue at Crown Church. Cllr IM will forward the email
from the Minister and ask about providing any further updates.

4c.

Highland Council
updates

Mitigation for increased traffic from Inverness Castle Experience: no
updates. Noted that the traffic plan hasn’t been finalised yet and that
this will be important. Castle Experience due to open end of August.
Special rate/deal has been announced for locals.

Bught Park renovations will be opening in May.

4d.

Parking permits

Re: abuse of visitor permits; Clir IM and Cllr MG sent an email — they
will follow up and report back. Physical walk round might be required.

4e.

Training on short
term lets

JD attended the Inverness CC Forum where STLs had been added to the
agenda. Excellent presentation re: licensing for STLs from HC, but
unable to answer JD’s question re: mapping. It was suggested that this
would sit with the planning department. JD to forward minutes round.
An FOI request re: number of long-term lets on the register was made
by BF. HC denied the request, citing that it would be too costly to gather
the information.

Clirs IM and MG mentioned that they will be attending a briefing
about STLs on 12t May and will give us an update at next meeting.
Themes that were discussed:

o Does the Small Business Bonus Scheme unfairly favour STLs?

o Could HC be assessing against Local Place Plans to consider




housing needs across the board?
o What is in place to catch STLs that are not registered? Clir IM will
ask.
Overall feeling is that STLs are under-analysed by HC, and that it's not
just a licensing issue but a planning issue — currently the whole process
seems to bypass planning.

4f.

Inverness Prison

No update on this and it’s likely to take some time — remove.

4q.

Highland CC
Scheme Review

JD noted that response was submitted — remove.

4h.

Curling rink

Under Culcabock and Drakies CC as the burn is the boundary — remove.

4i.

old High Church

Interim board of Old High Church steering group have applied to
become a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation. Applications
have been made to the Architectural Heritage Fund and the Common
Good Fund. Put out a call to local consultants for feasibility studies.
Bank account application in progress. Info on their Facebook page.

4j.

Highland Council
Local
Development Plan
Evidence
Consultation

Local Development Plan evidence consultation: JD attended the HC
Evidence Gathering webinar on 13/05. It covered complex material in a
short time which made it challenging to follow.

Deadline extended to 05/05. It's suggested that we could employ a
consultant to respond on our behalf, but deadline is too tight for that.
Agreed that members will look at it individually and note any critical
issues that we think there needs to be a CC for. Deadline of evening of
1%t of May for comments.

Correspondence

Email received from Maria at Strathnairn CC re: windfarms and how
they will impact a wider area if they proceed with the proposed increase
in turbine height. Bigger issue here about community consultation?
Noted that whilst Inverness Community Council Forum is a good way for
CCs to connect, many issues need a quicker response. A suggestion was
made that a WhatsApp Group for CCs would be better for real time
responses - secretaries could be the representatives and could filter
down relevant content which would allow us to have more joined up
approaches in future. JD to take this idea forward.

Three complaints received via our website re: sauna at Bellfield —
residents advised to submit comments on the planning portal.

Planning

25/00566/FUL, platform construction including formation of access road
and outfall to firth at Seafield Road — submitted objection on 23/03. As
at 14/04, under consideration, no comments available to view.
24/05281/FUL, STL at 9B Auldcastle Road Inverness — submitted
objection on 20/03. As at 14/04, under consideration, two visible
objections, one from us and another from a resident.

Finance

Previous balance was £7,205.77.

Expenditure was £593.47, made up of: Bowling Club for Feb (£25);
Website and domain name (£217.02), Honorarium to Secretary (£250);
Zurich insurance (£97.20); Bank service charges (£4.25). New balance
as at 27/03 is £6,612.23.

Cheque sent to BID for floral displays (£552) which will appear on next
month’s statement.

Ann Henderson has kindly offered to audit for us ahead of AGM.




AOCCB

A request has been made that we look at the vegetation on the Broad
Stone. FM to get in touch with gardener to remove greenery, then the
stone and the moss on it can be looked at.

Noted that at Whin Park, the sheltered area next to boating shed on the
island is being used as for alcohol consumption. Some parts have been
set on fire, there are big holes in it, plus graffiti. Wondering if (i) funding
can be stretched to repair it, and (ii) what can be done to protect it?
Clir IB will report this.

Discussed the dualling of A96, specifically the road from Inshes
roundabout to Smithton roundabout. There have been surprising traffic
flow predictions for this area exhibited.

Member of public reported issues with the bins on Stephen’s Brae. Huge
mess of bins in front of Braw Barbers and outside Girvans. There are
gulls attacking people because the bins attract them. Noted that the
wheelie bins are meant to go back into the properties of the businesses.
This issue came up previously and Waste Operations were meant to
liaise with the businesses. Vacant space under M&S could be used? MS
to email the detail to JD, IJD will forward to Clir IB.

Chat re: gulls and Nature Scot — the issue of the gulls is getting worse.

Date of Next Meeting

Next meeting (and AGM): Tuesday 24 June, 7pm, Fraser Park Bowling
Club.




